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e SECOND CONGRESS OF THE FEDERATED STAIES OF MICRONESIA

FIRST SPECIAL SESSION, 1981 <::
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ' : oS

i

Setting forth the procedure for ameénding the Constitution of the Federated i
‘States of Micronesia, and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA:

1 Section 1. Short Title. This act shall be known and may be
2 cited as the '"Constitutional Amendment Procedure Act."

3 Section 2. Methods of proposing constitutional amendments.

4 s (1) There shall be three methods of proposing amendments to the
5 Constitution of the Federated States of Micronesia: i
6 (a) Constitutional convention. Upon application of the ;
7 legislatures of three-fourths of the States, the Congress of the
8 TFederated States of Micronesia shall enact a law authorizing a ConﬂtitH*Jul":
9 tional convention for the purpose of proposing a specific amendment or I
10 amendments to the Constitution. Not less than every 10 years, the Congrésa
11 shall submit to the voters the question: ''Shall there be a . ;
12 convention to revise or amend the Constitution?" A refereadum on the :
13 question shall be held no later than May 10, 1989; or I ;
14 | (b) Initiative petition. A constitutional amendment :
15 may be proposed by a popular initiative petition signed by no less
16 than 10‘percént of the registered voters in not less than three-fourths
17 of the States. An initiative petition with the requisite number of
18 signatures shall be transmitted by the Governor of each respective

k.

19 State Yithout delay to the President of the Federated States of

.

20 Micronesia; or

21 (c) Congressional act. A constitutional amendment may
22 also be proposed by an act of Congress pursuant to the provisions of
23 sections 20 through 22, article IX, of the Constitution. |
24 , (2) No proposed constitutional amendment will be placed on

25 the ballot in a general election for Members of the Congress of the j
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"‘i"FederaCeé States of Micronesia unlegs it eball have been received by
2 “Eﬁé‘?fisidenf no later than 30 consecutivc calendar daye prior to the ;
|
3 date of said general election; PROVIDED, HGUDVUR. that nothing in this :
4 subsection shall prevent a proposed constiinifonunl awandment from %
. 5- being placed on the ballot during a specis] ~1:7"ion called by the i
' 6 President for that purpose. ;
7 Section 3. Fommat of comstituti:—2i ~wowtesein, The format of k
8 constitutional amendments shall be unifc:rv. . - 23cribed By the
9 Presidént. according to the following basi: r:idnalines: E
10 (1) Proposed constitutional i sl have béen
11 received by the Presidenf pursuant to g£o.: = ! ot £hig act shall be |
12 printed on ballots to be voted on simult@nfw all véters.of the ' ;
13 Federated States of Micronesia during = gru o ot ion for the
14 Members of the Congress of the Federated 5:i:ti- of Mlcrenesia or during'
15 a special election called by the President sp=cltically for that ‘ |
16 purpose. 5
17 (2) The proposed constitutfcreai - . ou ahall cite the i
i
18 appropriate article of the Constitut. . i & Wt sbnll etate at ! !
. 19 length the section or its subsection rv.oc. - - Lo weended, followed ;
-.20 immediately by the question: '"Do yor .:i s "+ proposed amendment
21 to the Constitution: YES l:::/ g
22 (3) The proposed constituti:eal 211 he printed in
i 23 English and shall also be translated iﬁtu.t,_ . bun Lanpuagas of the
24 individual States as appropriate. ‘
25 f (4) The Govetnots‘of the several Sizt- @ gheli. & soon as
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‘practigable after the election, certify and transmit the results of

“‘N

the votes cast on the amendment to the President and the Congress of the .

Federated States of Hicfonesia."“ |
(5) The President of the Federated States of Micronesia |

shall be the judge as to the approval or disapproval of an

amendment to the Constitution, subject to an override ﬁy thevCongresé by

not less than a three-fourths vote of all the State delegations, with each '

State delegation casting one vote. ‘

Section 4. Ratification of constitutional amendments.

(1) A proposed constitutional amendment is deemed to have
been ratified if approved by three-fourths of the votes cast on that I
amendment in at least three-fourths of the States of the Federated Statesa

of Micronesia.

(2) In the event conflicting constitutional amendments
submitted to the voters at the same election are approved, the amendment

receiving the highest number of affirmative votes shall prevail to the

—

extent of the conflict.
. . ' !
(3) Once ratified, a constitutional amendment is effective as
against all States of the Federated States of Micronesia.

Section 5. Notice of notification-effectiveness. Upon receipt of

the certified results of votes pursuant to section 3, subsection (4),

and having made the determination that a constitufonal amendment has been

ratified in accordance with section 4, subsection (1) above, the

President shall, no later than 15 days thereafter. issue a proclamation

13

announcing the ratification of the amendment and that its effectiveness
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is retroactive to the date of th-~ slesatimm.

Section 6. Imglementiggwyyﬁ”Jfﬁ{ﬂ*ﬁ‘ The Presxident is heceby
authorized to designate an agency wiihin 2 2xecntive praznch to
administer the provisidns of this et wic™ vy povew o isgne
implementing rules and regulaticn= wihica. —pon ~pevnual by the
President, shall have the force snnd w;frﬁt of Taw.

Section 7. Effective daie. Thi- a~t chal! hecore law upon

approval by the President of thr lrdeorated Srates of Micronesia  or upon

its becoming law without such appuove’. ,//?
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